
Summersession 2017

Registration opens Monday, May 15.

Join your LLC friends or find new friends in Summersession 2017.  
Classes start late June and (with some exceptions) meet at Temple Beth-El  

in Providence.  You must be an LLC member to register.*   
Don’t delay – classes fill up quickly.  

For quickest service, register online at www.lifelonglearningcollaborative.org. 
 If paying with a check, use the registration form on page 5.

*Member dues will be waived for Providence Art Club members registering for Plein Air. 

http://www.lifelonglearningcollaborative.org


All That’s Jazz: Ragtime, Blues, Swing, Bebop & More (Sponsored by 
RI Philharmonic Music School and LLC)
Coordinators: Clay Nordhill, Sam Shamoon

This is the next installment of LLC’s very popular class on the history of 
American jazz. Hear historic recordings, learn about inspiring performers 
and composers as well as younger players who are influencing jazz today. 

Format: Listening, lecture and discussion (no presentations required). 

Coordinators: Clay Nordhill, a Rhode Island based jazz guitarist and composer, will lead the course. Clay is a graduate of URI with 
a focus on Jazz Performance.  He has performed at the Newport Jazz Festival as well as at venues throughout the Northeast. Sam 
Shamoon, the former City Planner for the city of Providence, is now president of LLC. He has coordinated this class several times. 

The Best of The O.Henry Prize Stories 2016
Coordinators: Celene Healy, Nondas Hurst Voll

Summer brings more time for reading.  Enjoy the camaraderie of sharing 
yours with others. Join a group for lively discussions about the best of 
The O. Henry Prize Stories 2016:  “Widely regarded as the nation’s most 
prestigious awards for short fiction,” according to The Atlantic Monthly. 
The text gathers twenty of the best American and Canadian short stories 
selected from thousands published in literary magazines.  Three writers, 

distinguished for their fiction, evaluate the selections and write an appreciation of the one each most 
admires.  These articles are accompanied by observations from the winning writers on what inspired them as 
well as an extensive resource list of magazines.  The goal is to strengthen the art of the short story. 

Format: Participants will read selected stories and lead, if interested, a discussion of their chosen story.  Presentations are not 
required, although encouraged along with active participation in class discussions.

Resources/Expenses: The O. Henry Prize Stories 2016, edited by Laura Furman, available in paperback at Amazon or Barnes and 
Noble for under $11.

Coordinators: Celene Healy, a retired Middle School English teacher, has coordinated several courses in short stories and museums.  
Nondas Hurst Voll, also a former English teacher, has coordinated classes in theatre and short stories. 

MONDAY - AM
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Tuesday mornings
Temple Beth-El
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
6 weeks
Jun 20-Aug 1 (No class Jul 4)
Fee: $30
Class size limit: 20

TUESDAY - AM

Current Decisions
Coordinators: Dennis Flavin, David Hansen

If you thought the 2016 election campaign provided a wide range of 
domestic issues, programs, policies, and political trends to analyze and 
discuss, welcome to 2017. With all the turmoil in Washington there is no end 
to topics we can cover in our seven sessions. We are facing profound changes in the direction of 
our economy, environment, healthcare, and social and cultural programs, all of which will have  
significant long- term implications.

Format: Our goal is to discuss one to two issues each week. Presentations are encouraged individually or in a team.  There are no 
assigned texts nor readings. Presenters, however, may suggest materials for class members to review on their chosen topic. 

Resources: No assigned text or readings. Individuals may use any written or visual materials in the preparation and presentation of 
their chosen topic.

Coordinators: Dennis Flavin and Dave Hansen have coordinated this and many other courses for LLC in the past and engender many 
lively conversations.

Monday mornings
Temple Beth-El
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
5 weeks
Jun 19-Jul 24 (No class Jul 3)
Fee: $30
Class size limit: 40

MONDAY - PM
Monday afternoons
Temple Beth-El
1:00 - 3:00 PM
7 weeks
Jun 19-Aug 7 (No class Jul 3)
Fee: $35
Class size limit: 25



TUESDAY - PM
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Plein Air Art Gathering
Coordinators: Bunny Fain, Roberta Segal, Mary Snowden

Note: Special consideration will be given to Providence Art Club members who 
may participate with their PAC membership waiving LLC membership and 
paying only the $30 class fee.

Once again, LLC will be offering a Plein Air art group for this summer. This gives both newcomers 
as well as the experienced an opportunity to spend Wednesday mornings exploring the inner 
artist in all of us. The class will include both painting (in any medium), pastels, and drawing with 

coordinators. If you have never held a paintbrush, you are welcome to give it a try. And, if you are a working artist, just creating with 
others in an outdoor setting is an inspiration. The site will be in Barrington at Bunny Fain’s home.

*Two additional classes will be included (June 14 and June 21) covering lessons on drawing, perspective and aesthetic 
presentation at no additional charge. Use your own art supplies; once enrolled specific details will be provided.

Coordinators: Bunny Fain, Roberta Segal and Mary Snowden are all lifelong artists with great creative gifts and an impressive ability 
to teach and help students learn. They have coordinated many classes for LLC.

Wednesday mornings
Bunny Fain’s Home
9:30 AM - 12:00 PM
8 weeks
Jun 28*-Aug 16
Fee: $30
Class size limit: 40

Scrabble Social Club
Coordinators: Pete DuPont, Bob Goodwin

Do drop in any Tuesday by 3:30 for a friendly game or two of Scrabble. All 
levels welcome, including any who have never played before. No fee, no 
sign up, just show up. Hopefully, you’ll become a regular. We generally have 
three to five games in play and there is room for more. Cathy will be on hand for documentation 
and rule clarification. Sheila will create our groups of threes and twos each week and we shall see 
if Pete will continue to hold onto his distinction as our Scrabble Icon. Then join us afterwards, if 
you wish, for supper at a local restaurant. We may touch on many interesting topics or just relax 
and unwind in a convivial group. Game boards provided.

Coordinators: Bob Goodwin is a long-time LLC coordinator who relishes bringing people together informally. Pete DuPont is a more 
recent member of LLC. He and Bob have also collaborated on group hikes with LLC friends and others.

Tuesday late afternoons
Temple Beth-El
3:30 - 5:00 PM
7 weeks
Jun 20-Aug 8 (No class Jul 4)
There is no fee for this course, 
but you must be a member of LLC.  
Registration is not required. Just 
drop in and play.

WEDNESDAY - AM

Journalism, Fiction, Nonfiction, Memoir: Writing Workshop
Coordinator: Steve Starger

Whether you’ve dreamed of seeing your writing in print or want 
to sharpen your writing skills for personal reasons, being a good-
to-great writer requires passion, discipline, and a specific set of 
skills. This course is designed to help participants develop the 
basic tools necessary to become better writers. Through lectures, 
discussions, and hands-on writing assignments, participants will 

learn how to craft stories that people will want to read and editors will want to buy. In addition to discussions of writing craft and 
the business of selling one’s words, participants’ writing will be critiqued by their peers in a nonjudgmental workshop setting. Bring 
paper and pen and be prepared to turn your dreams into reality. 

Format: There will be no class presentations expected; however, each class session will involve both writing as well as sharing that 
writing in class in a workshop setting.

Resources/Expense: On Writing Well by William Zinsser, available on Amazon for $15.99. 

Coordinator: Steve Starger has been selling his words for more than four decades as a journalist and freelance writer. In addition to 
publishing hundreds of articles in newspapers and magazines, he is the co-author of the biography Wally’s World: The Brilliant Life 
and Tragic Death of Wally Wood, the World’s Second Best Comic Book Artist.

Tuesday afternoons
Temple Beth-El
1:00 - 3:00 PM
5 weeks
Jul 11-Aug 8
Fee: $25
Class size limit: 20



See It and Say It in Spanish
Coordinator: Marcia T. Rosenzweig

This is a six week program with one hour a week sessions.  The approach to this beginning level 
class is conversational while using the skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing. With this 
progressive approach, from the very beginning the student is on familiar ground and will be able 
to relate to ordinary, everyday situations in Spanish. The student can, with confidence, proceed to 
more complex sentences.  Each class participant will add to vocabulary and develop verbal facility 
such as ordering paella in a restaurant.  This portable book will facilitate use of Spanish language 
here and abroad.

Format: No student presentations are required and the approach is hands-on and conversational.

Resources/Expenses: Coordinator will provide the book, See It and Say It in Spanish by Margarita Madrigal, for the first class session 
at a cost of approximately $7.50 per student.

Coordinator: Marcia Rosenzweig is a Certified Teacher of Spanish with 25 years of experience teaching Spanish to adult learners. 

Thursday mornings
Temple Beth-El
10:00-11:00 AM 
6 weeks
Jul 6-Aug 10
Fee: $15
Class size limit: 20

THURSDAY - AM

Tweet, Pray, Love: Introduction to Social Media
Coordinator: Catherine Hurst

Social media is everywhere these days, and the fastest-growing group of users is the over-65 
category. If you’ve tried social media but feel like you need more guidance, if you want to use 
Facebook or Twitter but aren’t sure how or why you’d do it, or if you just want to know what 
all the fuss is about (or see your grandkids’ photos!), come and join us! This six-week course 
will provide an overall introduction to key social media tools, including relationship networks 
(Facebook, Twitter), media-sharing sites (Instagram, YouTube), online review sites (Yelp, 
TripAdvisor), blogs, bookmarking sites (Pinterest), interest-based communities (Goodreads, 

Meetup), and retail sites (etsy, Amazon).

Format: The coordinator will demonstrate, and explain how to use, various social media sites in class. Participants will not be 
using computers or mobile devices in class; instead, “homework” assignments will allow them to practice at their leisure at home, 
and then report back the following week in class. There will be no class presentations, but participants will be invited to briefly 
demonstrate, or just talk about, social media sites they like or use. NOTE: Participants must have (at home) a computer or mobile 
device connected to the Internet, know how to use it, and be able to access various Internet sites and/or download apps to their 
mobile devices.

Coordinator: Cathy Hurst has coordinated several LLC courses, and has an interest in consumer technology that dates back to 1977. 
She has been a documentation writer, software trainer, blogger, and active social media user.

Thursday afternoons
Temple Beth-El
1:00-3:00 PM 
6 weeks
Jul 6-Aug 10
Fee: $30
Class size limit: 18

THURSDAY - PM

Reading and Understanding Poetry
Coordinators: Joan Ramos, Judith Speyer

Whether you are an avid reader of poetry or a newcomer to its pleasures, 
we welcome you to share in the rewarding experience of reading poetry in the 
company of a diverse group of dedicated learners. We are always surprised 
to see how much the collaboration of a mature group can help us to better 
understand the vision of a poet. Participants find that the group’s diverse interpretations are –  
in their words – “inspiring” and “refreshing.” We read works from the modern era as well as 
those of previous centuries. Members read poems aloud with attention to how language is used. 
Experienced or inexperienced, we welcome you to add your voice. 

Format: For each session, members present poems of their choice for reading and discussion.

Resources/Expenses: We are still using The Norton Anthology of Modern and Contemporary 
Poetry (3rd ed., 2 vols), available used on Amazon from $4.50. 

Coordinators: Joan Ramos and Judith Speyer have led the poetry group for several years.

Wednesday afternoons
Rochambeau Public Library  
(708 Hope Street, Providence)
1:00-3:00 PM 
6 weeks
Jun 21-Aug 9
This is an on-going group that 
continues to meet throughout the 
year.  Potential new members are 
welcome to drop in at any time. 
There is no fee for this class for 
the Summersession.
Class size limit: 25

WEDNESDAY - PM


