
LLC Fall 2021. The Best Science and Nature Writing of 2019/2020

Class Date Topic Story Presentor/
Discussion 

Leader

1 Wed. 
9/22

1) 10 AM  Moon 
exploration 
&legends Dr. Burns 
subject:  Taking 
Silicon Valley to the 
Moon  

2) 11 AM: SETI 

1. The Eighth 
Continent 

2020 Pg 49

2) Intelligent 
Ways to Search 
for  
Extraterrestrials 
2020 Pg.133

1.Guest: 
Jack O. Burns 
PhD- Univ. of 
Colorado

2.Classmates: 
Your Name here
_____________

2 Wed. 
9/29

1) 10 AM: Research 
into our most 
Primitive Sense: 
Olfactory 

2) 11 AM: Placebo 
Research and history

1. Right Under 
our Noses 

2020 Page 86

2)What if the 
Placebo Effect 
is Not a Trick
2019- Pg. 75

1.Guest:
Andreas Mershin, 
PhD 
Research 
Scientist- MIT

2.David Kaplan 
would be happy to 
share this slot

I have attended a 
talk and met Ted 
Kaptchuk of 
Harvard- will tell a 
short tale to add 
spice to our 
presentation. Mick 

Science and Nature
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3 Wed. 
10/6

 

1) 10 AM:  Evolution 
and Climate 
Change

2) 11 AM   Guest: from 
Cornell and Museum of 
the Earth

1. Ghosts of Our 
Future

2020 Pg 127

2) Glimpses of 
Mass Extinction 
in Modern Day 
Western NY
2019 Pg 24

1. Chuck Nickles

2.Guest: Warren 
Allmon PhD

4 Wed 
10/13

 

Climate Change  
10 AM Guest will 
discuss his research in 
Rising Sea Levels

11 AM

Extreme 
Weather is 
Shrinking the 
Planet 
2019 Pg 204

We Have 
Wildfires 
Everywhere 
2020 Pg 150

1) Orrin Pilkey    
Ph D             
Duke Univ 

2) Robert Willis

5 Wed. 
10/20

10am Promise and 
Perils of Genetics in 
our World

11am  Promise and 
Perils of Genetics in 
Medicine 

1) Deleting a 
Species

2019 Pg 137

2) New Blood
2020 Pg. 190

1.Nancy 
Maddocks

2._________

Class Date Topic Story Presentor/
Discussion 

Leader
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6 Wed. 
10/27

 

 Geology/Palaentology 
10 am

10:40am

11:20am

1. The Search 
for Alien Life 
Begins in 
Earth’s Oldest 
Desert

2019 Pg 12

2) What 
Remains 
2020 Pg 30

3) Troubled 
Treasure 2020 
page 276

1.Bill Carpenter
Willing to Share

2.Suzanne Cane

3.Margo Davis

7 Wed. 11/3 1) 10am: Your Legal 
Rights to Our Planet

2) Guest: The History 
of Light

1) This Sand is 
Your Sand 
2019 Pg. 31

2) The Fading 
Stars 
2019 Pg 99

1.Lois & Bob   
Kemp

2.Holly Haworth

Author

Science and Nature
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8 Wed. 
11/10

1) 10 am: 
Discrimination in our 
Medical System ?

2) 11am: Study of 
Aging at MIT

1)The Hidden 
Toll: Why are 
Black Mothers 
and Babies 
Dying ? 
2019 Pg 289

2) Younger        
Longer. 
2020 pg 71 

1.Judith 
Nudelman 

2)Beatrice 
Lazarus would be 
happy to share 

Science and Nature


