
List of Sources for “Rhode’s Great Industrial Past” 
 
 

I. General History of Rhode Island 
 
Rhode Island Historical Society – www.rihs.org 
 
William G. McLoughlin. Rhode Island: A History. NY: W.W. Norton Co. 1986 
 
Providence Industrial Sites. Statewide Historical Preservation Report P-P-6. Rhode Island 
Historical Preservation Commission 
 
SmallStateBigHistory – The Online Review of Rhode Island History - 
http://smallstatebighistory.com 
 
EnCompass: A Digital Sourcebook of Rhode Island History - 
http://library.providence.edu/encompass/ 
(see especially the chapter “Rhode Island and the Industrial Revolution”) 
  
National Museum of Industrial History, Bethlehem, PA - https://www.nmih.org/about/ 
 

 
II. Pre-Industrial Rhode Island 
 
A. Shipping and Maritime Trade (the “Triangle Trade”) 
 

Hadassah Navis. History You Can See: Scenes of Change in Rhode Island, 1790-1910. 
 
Carlton Beals. Colonial Histories: Rhode Island. 
 
Charles Rappleye. Sons of Providence. The Brown Brothers, the Slave Trade, and the American 
Revolution. New York: Simon and Schuster. 2006 
 
Ada Ferrer. Cuba. An American History. New York: Scribner. 2021. (Ron DeLellis: “It deals in part 
with Bristol, RI’s involvement with the slave trade, and James DeWolf’s role in this horrendous 
chapter of our history.”) 
 
www.Newportmiddlepassageproject.org 
 
 
B. Newport Furnituremakers 
 

http://www.rihs.org/
http://smallstatebighistory.com/
http://library.providence.edu/encompass/
https://www.nmih.org/about/
http://www.newportmiddlepassageproject.org/


Patricia Kane et al., Ed.  Art and Industry in Early Rhode Island: Rhode Island Furniture, 1650-
1830. New Haven, CT: Yale University Art Gallery. 2016 
 
Morrison Heckscher. John Townsend: Newport Cabinetmaker. New York: Metropolitan 
Museum of Art. 2005 
 
Alexandra A. Kirtley. American Furniture, 1650-1840: Highlights from the Philadelphia Museum 
of Art. New Haven: Yale University Press. 2021. 
 
 

III.  Dawn of Industrialization 
 
A. Slater Mill - https://www.nps.gov/blrv/learn/historyculture/slatermill.htm 
 
 See also PBS Series on “Slaterville: America’s First Mill Village” - 
https://watch.ripbs.org/show/slatersville-americas-first-mill-village/ 
 
 

IV. The Age of Steam 
 
A. Corliss Steam Engine 
 
https://www.hathitrust.org – From Jerry Middleton: “I want to share this resource with our 
group. Link below is to Hathi Trust Digital Library.  It is a vast, vast, VAST digital archive, growing 
by the day.  You’ll find any number of resources on any imaginable topic. For instance, for our 
Corliss presentation, I entered CORLISS in the search engine and got many dozens of 
references. All the texts are fully readable, so if your search unearths a 600 page book and 
CORLISS is mentioned once by name on page 473, it will give you a link to go directly to page 
473.  Truly amazing stuff!!!” 
 
Patrick T. Conley. “George H. Corliss” - http://smallstatebighistory.com/?s=Corliss 
 
New England Wireless and Steam Museum - https://newsm.org 
 
 
B. American Locomotive Works 
 
C. Textile Industry Expansion 
 
D. Rubber Industry (U.S. Rubber and Davol Rubber) 
 
 

V. Labor and Capital: Unions, Strikes and Lockouts 

https://www.nps.gov/blrv/learn/historyculture/slatermill.htm
https://watch.ripbs.org/show/slatersville-americas-first-mill-village/
https://www.hathitrust.org/
http://smallstatebighistory.com/?s=Corliss
https://newsm.org/


 
The Museum of Work and Culture Woonsocket - https://www.rihs.org/locations/museum-of-
work-culture/ 
 
 

VI. The Machine Tool Industry 
 
A. Brown and Sharpe 
 
Gerald M. Carbone. Brown & Sharpe and the Measure of American Industry. McFarland & Co., 
2017 
 
Patrick T. Conley. “The Founders of Brown & Sharpe and Gorham Manufacturing Companies.” - 
http://smallstatebighistory.com/the-founders-of-brown-sharpe-and-gorham-manufacturing-
companies/ 
 
 
B. Nicholson File 
 
C. American Screw Company 
 
 

VII. Yacht Manufacturing 
 
Herreshoff Marine Museum, Bristol –  https://herreshoff.org 
 
 
Christopher Pastore. Temple to the Wind: The Story of America’s Greatest Naval Architect and 
His Masterpiece, Reliance. Lyons Press, 2005.  – (The story of Captain Nat Herreshoff and the 
building of the Reliance in Bristol; at 143 feet the largest boat ever to race in the America’s Cup) 
 
L. Francis Herreshoff. Capt. Nat Herreshoff: The Wizard of Bristol. Sheridan House, 2009. 
 
 

VIII. Fashion Jewelry Industry 
 
 
Providence Jewelry Museum - https://providencejewelrymuseum.com 
 
“After hard lessons learned from Alex and Ani, Carolyn Rafaelian comes back with Metal 
Alchemist” 

https://www.rihs.org/locations/museum-of-work-culture/
https://www.rihs.org/locations/museum-of-work-culture/
http://smallstatebighistory.com/the-founders-of-brown-sharpe-and-gorham-manufacturing-companies/
http://smallstatebighistory.com/the-founders-of-brown-sharpe-and-gorham-manufacturing-companies/
https://herreshoff.org/
https://providencejewelrymuseum.com/


https://www.bostonglobe.com/2022/11/04/metro/after-hard-lessons-learned-alex-ani-
carolyn-rafaelian-comes-back-with-metal-alchemist/ 
(Margaret Lawrence shared this article from the Boston Globe on the founder of the Alex and 
Ani which presents a view of the jewelry industry in RI today.) 
 

 
IX. Post-Industrial Rhode Island 
 
A. Hasbro Toys 
 
John Landry. “How Hasbro Succeeded in Post-Industrial Rhode Island” - 
http://smallstatebighistory.com/?s=Hasbro 
 
G. Wayne Miller. Kid Number One: Alan Hassenfeld and Hasbro. Pawtucket, RI: Stillwater River 
Publications, 2019 
 
G. Wayne Miller.  Toy Wars: The Epic Struggle Between G.I. Joe, Barbie, and the Companies that 
Make Them. Crown Business, 1998 
 
B. Cross Pens 
 
A.T. Cross Company Wikipedia - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A._T._Cross_Company 
 
About Cross, A.T. Cross Company Information - https://www.cross.com/cr_en_us/about-cross 
 
Pen2Paper - https://www.pens.co.uk/pen2paper/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/The-History-of-
A-T-Cross-Company.pdf 
 
Henry L.P. Beckwith, Jr. The History of the A.T. Cross Company and the Cross Family 
Involvement in the Writing Instrument Trade from 1839-1916. (at the Rhode Island Historical 
Society) 
 
 
C. Wind Energy 
 
Revolution Wind - https://revolution-wind.com 
(The Revolution Wind lease, located approximately 15 miles south of Little Compton’s coastline, 
is the closest to Rhode Island of 10 offshore wind farms currently being developed in a huge 
tract of southern New England’s coastal waters.") 
 
Scotland’s New Floating Wind Projects – What We Know So Far -  
https://www.offshorewind.biz/2022/01/18/scotlands-new-floating-wind-projects-what-we-
know-so-far/ 

https://www.bostonglobe.com/2022/11/04/metro/after-hard-lessons-learned-alex-ani-carolyn-rafaelian-comes-back-with-metal-alchemist/
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2022/11/04/metro/after-hard-lessons-learned-alex-ani-carolyn-rafaelian-comes-back-with-metal-alchemist/
http://smallstatebighistory.com/?s=Hasbro
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A._T._Cross_Company
https://www.cross.com/cr_en_us/about-cross
https://revolution-wind.com/
https://revolution-wind.com/
https://www.offshorewind.biz/2022/01/18/scotlands-new-floating-wind-projects-what-we-know-so-far/
https://www.offshorewind.biz/2022/01/18/scotlands-new-floating-wind-projects-what-we-know-so-far/


 
Danish energy giant Ørsted - https://us.orsted.com 
 
Mayflower Wind wants to connect wind turbines to Somerset through Portsmouth - 
https://www.newportri.com/story/news/local/2022/07/20/mayflower-offshore-wind-power-
transmission-lines-portsmouth-brayton-point/10042788002/ 
 
And this from Karen Klingon:  Climate Jobs Rhode Island - https://climatejobsri.org 
 
 
 

https://us.orsted.com/
https://www.newportri.com/story/news/local/2022/07/20/mayflower-offshore-wind-power-transmission-lines-portsmouth-brayton-point/10042788002/
https://www.newportri.com/story/news/local/2022/07/20/mayflower-offshore-wind-power-transmission-lines-portsmouth-brayton-point/10042788002/
https://climatejobsri.org/

