
Reviews include: 
  
Referencing everything from Bachelier’s The Theory of Speculation and Sir Isaac Newton to 
Kim Kardashian’s Instagram account and the Planet of the Apes movies, Kaufman brilliantly 
traces how humans’ uncanny ability to turn objects into mental constructs – creating the fiction 
of money – has shaped every part of history, invaded every narrative, and influenced anyone 
who has ever been in charge. With the same ease that Salt: A World History and Freakonomics 
condensed thousands of years of history into a highly informative yet entertaining format, The 
Money Plot explains how money was created, used, and is constantly being transformed.  
  
  

“With well-deserved authority and a pleasing narrative flair, Frederick Kaufman explores the 
origins of money—why we have it, where it came from, and what it means today. If you ever 

wondered why people are willing to accept a funny-looking piece of paper in exchange for a richly 
marbled New York strip steak, this is the book for you.” 

—William D. Cohan, New York Times bestselling author of House of Cards and The Last 
Tycoons 

  
“In The Money Plot, Frederick Kaufman offers a startling thesis—that money is a metaphor, a 

fiction—and makes it plausible by brilliantly interweaving economics, literary theory, 
anthropology, and political history. Distilling vast erudition into wonderfully readable prose, 

Kaufman gives us an important book that brims with fresh insights into the ways that money, from 
ancient times to today, has been a floating symbol with no stable meaning.” 

 —David S. Reynolds, winner of the Bancroft Prize for American History and author of Abe: 
Abraham Lincoln in His Times 

  
In The Money Plot, you’ll find: 

 All the objects, from strange to outright disturbing, that 
have been used as currency over the millennia, including 
shells, human skulls, and the sounds of gongs 

 How America was forced to get off the gold standard, 
accomplished with a simple speech 

 The global value of counterfeit goods and currencies 
(over $3 trillion) 

 Pope Innocent IV (1195-1254), widely credited with 
originating the modern-day concept of “corporations are 
people” 

 How they played “heads or tails” in ancient Rome 
 Why less than 10% of the world’s money exists in cash 
 How much George Washington would be worth in 

today’s money  
 How the Schlickenthalers got its current name, the dollar  
  

 


