Lifelong Learning Collaborative Spring 2026 Course Syllabus:
Explore Providence’s Public Art, Meet Jane Jacobs,
and Co-Lead a Walking Conversation

Shriners Center, Friday mornings: 10:00 — 12:00
March 20 - May 8

Coordinators:

Gayle L. Gifford Catherine B. Hurst
401-316-4695 617-851-9507
gaylegifford@gmail.com catherine.b.hurst@gmail.com

“We need art, in the arrangements of cities as well as in the other realms of life, to help explain life
to us, to show us meanings, to illuminate the relationship between the life that each of us embodies
and the life outside us. We need art most, perhaps, to reassure us of our own humanity.”

-- Jane Jacobs, Death and Life of Great American Cities

Course Description: Providence, the Creative Capital, has an abundance of public art. It’s one of the
amenities that add to the fabric of great cities as championed by journalist and city activist Jane Jacobs
in the 1960’s and 70’s. Since 2007, her work and writing have been celebrated in cities worldwide
during the first weekend in May when “walking conversations” take place. Providence is one of those
cities. And you will be part of those conversations.

In this class we will explore four themes of public art in Providence: the murals of Wickenden Street,
the murals of the downtown area, the memorials and monuments of the riverfront and downtown
Providence, and the embellishments (stained glass, sculptures, bas reliefs, architectural details, etc.) on
downtown’s great old buildings. You’ll learn how to facilitate a walking conversation with a team. All of
this will lead to facilitating a walking conversation for Jane’s Walk. The walks led by our LLC class last
year were great fun and well-attended.

NOTE: Class members need to be able to walk in an urban setting where sidewalks and pathways may
be uneven. A requirement of this class is for members to co-lead one public walking conversation in a
festival called Jane’s Walk on May 1-3.

Format: There will be a mix of formats including classroom discussion, guest lectures, and walking
conversations on Wickenden Street and downtown Providence.

Coordinators:
Gayle Gifford co-facilitated the popular Fox Point Jane’s Walk class in 2025. She is a retired consultant
to nonprofits and has participated in many Providence Jane’s Walks. She was adjunct faculty for many

years in master’s programs at both Simmons University and Brown University. Gayle chairs LLC's
special project team on organizational alliances.
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Catherine Hurst has been a Providence walking tour guide for 14 years and this will be her 12t LLC
course as a coordinator. Her career has included editing a college alumnae magazine, technical writing
and editing, direct marketing consulting, teaching marketing and management to undergraduates

at Simmons University, and managing the box office of a theatre in Santa Fe, NM. She has conducted
two previous Jane’s Walks (one on the Providence riverfront and one at North Burial Ground).
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LLC Policies

Food: Food and drink may be consumed in the coffee room. Beverages with a lid are permitted in the
classroom.

Parking: The parking lot is adjacent to the Shriners Center. You can park in any available space.

Cancellations: All information about class cancellations for any reason (including weather) will be
communicated to the class by the coordinator through email.
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= | g : o
o o Content/Topics for Discussion How Who Where
~
1 |3/20 | Welcome Cathy & Gayle Shriners
Introductions Favorite public art Everyone Center
Overview of syllabus Class
Glossary development Homework — define Assigned terms
terms
Sense of place and role of public art Small groups Everyone
2 | 3/27 | Why Jane Jacobs & what is a Jane’s Walk Present & discuss Shriners
Center and
Experience a Jane’s Walk (abridged) Walk and observations | Everyone in village
in Pawtuxet Village
Outline the four walks; review homework Homework — for walks | Cathy & Gayle
assignment 1 and 2, read the
handouts and walk the
walks
3 | 4/3 | Ways of looking at art Jenn Wilson, Director Shriners
of Programming and Center
Advocacy, New
England Museum
Association; RISD
museum — freelance
educator
Building embellishments Cathy
Reminder re homework assignment Homework — for walks | Cathy & Gayle
3 and 4, read the
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= | g : -
- o Content/Topics for Discussion How Who Where
~
handouts and walk the
walks
4 | 4/10 | public art in Providence Kamryn Hoag, Shriners
Development and Center
Communications
Manager, The Avenue
Concept
The role of monuments and memorials Rebecca Noon, Deputy
Director, Department
of Art, Culture, and
Tourism, City of
Providence
Choose your walk, also day and time
preferences
5 | 4/17 | jane’s walk preparation — teams meet, develop | In class Teams Shriners
guestions and content Center
6 V\;eek Orientation/training with Jane’s Walk TBD
O .
4/20 Committee
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= | g : o

o o Content/Topics for Discussion How Who Where

~

7 | 4/24 | prepare Jane’s Walk On site
based on
walk choice

8 5/1-3 | Jane’s Walk Weekend Teams lead four walks | Teams Walking sites

over the weekend
9 |5/8 | Debrief walks & then celebrate! Cathy & Gayle with Shriners
class Center
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