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​October 5​

​The Bookseller of Inverness​ ​331 pp​
​by S.G. MacLean​

​After Culloden, Iain MacGillivray was left for dead on Drummossie Moor.​
​Wounded, his face brutally slashed, he survived only by pretending to be dead​
​as the Redcoats patrolled the corpses of his Jacobite comrades.​

​Six years later, with the clan chiefs routed and the Highlands subsumed into​
​the British state, Iain lives a quiet life, working as a bookseller in Inverness.​
​One day, after helping several of his regular customers, he notices a stranger​



​lurking in the upper gallery of his shop, poring over his collection. But the​
​man refuses to say what he's searching for and only leaves when Iain closes​
​for the night.​

​Jacob soon finds himself embroiled in a web of deceit and a series of old scores​
​to be settled in the ashes of war.​

​October 26​

​The Dream of Scipio​ ​417 pp​
​by Iain Pears​

​In The Dream of Scipio, acclaimed author Iain Pears intertwines three​
​intellectual mysteries, three love stories, and three of the darkest moments in​
​human history. United by a classical text called "The Dream of Scipio," three​
​men struggle to find refuge for their hearts and minds from the madness that​
​surrounds them in the final days of the Roman Empire, in the grim years of​
​the Black Death, and in the direst hours of World War II.​

​November 30​

​Liberty is Sweet​
​By Jane Lancaster​

​Newport, Rhode Island. Summer, 1763.​
​When a young servant named Phebe is sent on an errand to the harbor, she​
​witnesses a moment that will change her life forever: her master purchasing a​
​boy newly arrived on a slave ship. He is given a new name—Arthur—and​
​placed in her care.​
​What begins as curiosity deepens into something far more dangerous.​



​As revolution ignites across the colonies, Phebe and Arthur are swept into a​
​world unmoored by war, loyalty, and survival. Together, they flee from New​
​England to occupied New York, endure exile in the harsh wilderness of Nova​
​Scotia, and ultimately journey across the Atlantic to Sierra Leone—where a​
​fragile abolitionist dream offers hope, but no guarantees. Along the way,​
​Phebe encounters spies and soldiers, aristocrats and outcasts, healers and​
​liars—each shaping her understanding of freedom, belonging, and the cost of​
​love in a divided world.​

​December 28​

​The Frozen River​ ​464 pp​
​by Ariel Lawhon​

​From the New York Times bestselling author of I Was Anastasia and Code​
​Name Hélène comes a gripping historical mystery inspired by the life and​
​diary of Martha Ballard, a renowned 18th-century midwife who defied the​
​legal system and wrote herself into American history.​

​Maine, 1789: When the Kennebec River freezes, entombing a man in the ice,​
​Martha Ballard is summoned to examine the body and determine cause of​
​death. As a midwife and healer, she is privy to much of what goes on behind​
​closed doors in Hallowell. Months earlier, Martha documented the details of​
​an alleged rape committed by two of the town’s most respected​
​gentlemen—one of whom has now been found dead in the ice. But when a​
​local physician undermines her conclusion, declaring the death to be an​
​accident, Martha is forced to investigate the shocking murder on her own.​

​Over the course of one winter, as the trial nears, and whispers and prejudices​
​mount, Martha doggedly pursues the truth. The Frozen River is a thrilling,​
​tense, and tender story about a remarkable woman who left an unparalleled​
​legacy yet remains nearly forgotten to this day.​



​January 25​

​The Zorg: A Tale of Greed and Murder That Inspired the​
​Abolition of Slavery​ ​283 pp​
​by Siddhartha Kara​

​I​​n late October 1780, a slave ship set sail from the​​Netherlands,​
​bound for Africa’s Windward and Gold Coasts, where it would take​
​on its human cargo. The Zorg (a Dutch word meaning “care”) was​
​one of thousands of such ships, but the harrowing events that ensued​
​on its doomed journey were unique. By the time its journey ends,​
​the Zorg would become the first undeniable argument against​
​slavery.​

​February 22​

​Explosion in a Cathedral​ ​336 pp​
​by Alejo Carpentier​

​One of Cuba’s—and Latin America’s—greatest historical novels, about​
​imperial conquest carried out under the guise of liberation, in its first new​
​English translation in sixty years and featuring a new foreword by Alejandro​
​Zambra​

​When he arrives in Cuba at the close of the eighteenth century, Victor Hugues,​
​a merchant sailor from Marseille, brings with him not only the idealism of the​
​French Revolution but also its ambition and bloodlust. Landing at the Havana​
​doorstep of a trio of wealthy, eccentric Creole orphans, he sweeps them across​
​the Caribbean Sea to Guadeloupe, whose enslaved Africans he frees only then​
​to exploit them in his fight against the British for colonial sovereignty.​



​March 29​

​The Western Wind​ ​304 pp​
​by Samantha Harvey​

​It’s 1491. In the small village of Oakham, its wealthiest and most industrious​
​resident, Tom Newman, is swept away by the river during the early hours of​
​Shrove Saturday. Was it murder, suicide, or an accident? Narrated from the​
​perspective of local priest John Reve—patient shepherd to his wayward​
​flock—a shadowy portrait of the community comes to light through its​
​residents’ tortured revelations. As some of their darkest secrets are revealed,​
​the intrigue of the unexplained death ripples through the congregation. But​
​will Reve, a man with secrets of his own, discover what happened to Newman?​
​And what will happen if he can’t?​

​April 26​

​The Promise​ ​272 pp​
​By Damon Galgut​

​On her deathbed, Rachel Swart makes a promise to Salome, the family’s​
​Black maid. This promise will divide the family—especially her children:​
​Anton, the golden boy; Astrid, whose beauty is her power; and the​
​youngest, Amor, whose life is shaped by feelings of guilt.​
​Reunited by four funerals over thirty years, the dwindling Swart family​
​remains haunted by the unmet promise, just as their country is haunted​
​by its own failures. The Promise is an epic South African drama that​



​unfurls against the unrelenting march of history, sure to leave its readers​
​transformed.​

​May 24​

​Fools Crow​
​By James Welch​ ​416 pp​

​In the Two Medicine Territory of Montana, the Lone Eaters, a small​
​band of Blackfeet Indians, are living their immemorial life. The men​
​hunt and mount the occasional horse-taking raid or war party​
​against the enemy Crow. The women tan the hides, sew the​
​beadwork, and raise the children. But the year is 1870, and the​
​whites are moving into their land. Fools Crow, a young warrior and​
​medicine man, has seen the future and knows that the newcomers​
​will punish resistance with swift retribution. First published to​
​broad acclaim in 1986, Fools Crow is James Welch's stunningly​
​evocative portrait of his people's bygone way of life.​

​June 28​

​Dancing at the Rascal Fair​ ​418 pp​
​by Ivan Doig​

​The central volume in Ivan Doig’s acclaimed Montana trilogy,​
​Dancing at the Rascal Fair is an authentic saga of the American​
​West at the turn of this century and a passionate portrayal of the​
​Scottish immigrants who dared to try new lives in the imposing​
​Rocky Mountains.​



​Ivan Doig’s supple tale of homesteaders and ranching life unfolds​
​into a fateful contest of the heart between Anna Ramsay and Angus​
​McCaskill, walled apart by their obligations as they and their​
​stormy kith and kin vie to tame the brutal, beautiful Two Medicine​
​country of Montana.​

​July 26​

​Measuring the World​ ​274 pp​
​by Daniel Kehlmann​

​The brilliant debut novel portrays the comic collision of two radically​
​different Enlightenment geniuses--one who explored the world in person, and​
​the other who pushed the boundaries of the universe in his own head.​
​One of them, the aristocratic naturalist Alexander von Humboldt, negotiates​
​jungles, voyages down the Orinoco River, tastes poisons, climbs the highest​
​mountain known to man, counts head lice, and explores and measures every​
​cave and hill he comes across. The other, the reclusive and barely socialized​
​mathematician Carl Friedrich Gauss, can prove that space is curved without​
​leaving his home. Terrifyingly famous and wildly eccentric, these two polar​
​opposites finally meet in Berlin in 1828, and are immediately embroiled in the​
​turmoil of the post-Napolean world.​



​August 30​

​My Name is Red​ ​544 pp​
​by Pamuk Orhan​

​The Sultan secretly commissions a great book: a celebration of his​
​life and the Ottoman Empire, to be illuminated by the best artists of​
​the day - in the European manner. In Istanbul at a time of violent​
​fundamentalism, however, this is a dangerous proposition.​


