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finale is neither lightweight nor 

unplayable, although its brilliance is 

not of the more predictably heroic, 

fireworks variety.

A few footnotes. H erbert Baumel, 

the young Curtis student whose 

playing “testified” on Barber’s 

behalf, substituted for Spalding at 

the first rehearsal for the premiere 

and so impressed Ormandy that he 

was offered a permanent position in 

the Philadelphia Orchestra.

W hen M ary Louise Curtis Bok 

commissioned Barber to write a 

work for the dedication of the new 

organ at the Philadelphia Academy 

of M usic in 1960, he refused to 

accept the fee (reportedly $2,000), 

because of his longtime gratitude 

to her, and his admiration for her 

motto: “for quality of the work 

rather than quick, showy results.”

And finally, Barber eventually 

did get the remaining $500 Fels 

owed him. 

  The use of still or video cameras 

and recording devices is prohibited 

in Orchestra Hall.

  Latecomers will be seated during 

designated program pauses. 

PLEASE NOTE: Some programs 

do not allow for latecomers to be 

seated in the hall.

  Please use perfume, cologne, 

and all other scented products 

sparingly, as many patrons are 

sensitive to fragrance.

  Please turn off or sil ence all 

personal electronic devices  

(pagers, watches, telephones, 

digital assistants).

  Please note that Symphony Center 

is a smoke-free environment.

  Your  cooper ation is gr eatly 

appreciated.

Note: Fire exits are located on all levels and are for emergency use only. The lighted Exit 

sign nearest your seat is the short est route outdoors. Please walk—do not run—t o your exit 

and do not use elevators for emergency exit.

Volunteer ushers provided by The Saints—Volunteers for the Performing Arts (www.saintschicago.org)
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