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Intermezzo from Cavalleria Rusticana 

 

pietro mascagni (1863-1945)  

Mascagni’s Cavalleria Rusticana created a sensation when it was pre- miered on May 17, 1890 

in Rome. The progenitor of an Italian operatic sub-species known as verismo (“realism”), it was 

one of the first modern operas to depict contemporary settings and characters on stage, and was 

produced with immediate and enormous success across Europe and in the United States. The 

one-act story is set in the square of a Sicilian village  

on Easter morning. Turiddu returns from the army to find that his former sweetheart, Lola, has 

married Alfio. With Lola unavailable, Turiddu consoles himself with the charms of the peasant 

girl, Santuzza. She falls in love with Turiddu, and is infuriated when he returns to Lola for an 

adulterous affair. Santuzza confronts Turiddu on the steps of the church when he arrives to attend 

Mass, but he refuses to submit to her jealousy. Lola enters, singing a lighthearted ditty, grasps 

the situation at a glance, and exchanges bitter words with Santuzza. Turiddu, furious at the scene, 

hurls Santuzza to the ground, and escorts Lola into church. At this tense moment, Alfio enters, 

and Santuzza reveals  

to him his wife’s illicit love for Turiddu. Alfio swears vengeance and leaves. A crowd fills the 

square after the Easter service ends. Turiddu proposes a toast to the villagers, but Alfio spurns 

the glass of wine offered to him. Insulted, Turiddu challenges him to a duel, and the two leave. 

The villagers rush back into the square with the news that Turiddu has been killed.  

The Intermezzo occurs at the crucial moment in the drama when Alfio has just learned of 

his wife’s infidelity and determines to confront her lover. The serenity of the music, played 

while the stage is empty for the Easter service, evokes the solemn worship in the church 

and also acts as a foil for the intensity and tragedy of the scenes surrounding it.  

 


