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Fact and Fiction
Coordinator: Sheila K Lawrence

Have you ever dreamed of writing a short story or publishing a novel? Or maybe you just wanted to try your 
hand at creative writing, but were afraid to try. Fear no more. We have the class for you. In this workshop, 
we will experiment with all kinds of writing: poetry, scripts, fiction, nonfiction, memoirs, personal essays, 
and more. 

Format: In its seventh semester, Fact and Fiction encourages participation through writing exercises and 
critiques. Guest speakers inspire, motivate and instruct us in every phase of writing from plot and character 
development to self-publishing and beyond. Class members are expected to participate in writing exercises 
and prompts, read their material in class and be open to constructive and gentle critiques for submitted 

manuscripts, and offer the same in a respectful and supportive manner. 

Resources/Expense: The coordinator will recommend resources from time to time and encourage workshop members to do the same. No expenses 
are anticipated. 

Coordinator: Sheila K Lawrence is a former journalist and for the past twenty-five years, owner of SKL Communications. She is also the author of A 
Leap of Faith - A History of Sophia Academy – 2001-2013. Sheila has coordinated several LLC courses. 

Women and Empowerment - A Global Perspective
Coordinator: Sheila K Lawrence

The impacts of the 2016 election results are still reverberating throughout the country. Women are at risk 
of losing the right to control their own bodies and affordable health care, and have lost a strong voice in 
government to make policies that would benefit and protect women, children, and minorities. If you believe 
that women’s rights are human rights, and that the fight for equality is similar whether it takes place at 
home or abroad, then this class is for you. In this class, we will focus on the personal, political, and economic 
issues that are lifting women up, or holding women down, throughout the world. Topics will include the 
mistreatment, exploitation, and oppression that inhibit women from reaching their full potential; how to 

make our voices heard in creating policies that affect us all; and economic parity. At the same time, we will discover how women are becoming 
empowered through economic and political movements here and throughout the global community. Throughout this course, we will devise a plan 
of action so that we will have made a lasting contribution to and for women. 

Format: Students are expected to participate actively in group discussions and are encouraged to develop relevant presentations singly or in 
partnerships. 

Resources/Expenses: Two books by Nicholas D. Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn, Half The Sky: Turning Oppression into Opportunity for Women 
Worldwide, 2010, and A Path Appears: Transforming Lives, Creating Opportunity, 2015. Both available used on Amazon for $.01 and up. Purchasing 
these books is optional.

Coordinator: Sheila K Lawrence is a former journalist and has co-coordinated arts programs and the continuing Fact and Fiction course. More 
recently, she coordinated “Feminism—Not Just Another “F” Word.”

MONDAY - AM

Monday afternoons
Temple Beth-El
1:00 - 3:00 PM
10 weeks
Mar 6-May 15 (No class Apr 17)
Fee: $50
Class size limit: 12
This is an ongoing group that 
welcomes new members.
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Monday mornings
Temple Beth-El
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
10 weeks
Mar 6-May 15 (No class Apr 17)
Fee: $50
Class size limit: 20

Hot Topics
Coordinators: George Champlin, Ed Mehlman

Do you enjoy talking with others about news of the day, hearing what they think is important, and why?  If 
so, you’ll enjoy Hot Topics. We expect an exciting spring with a new President, Senate and House, Supreme 
Court nominations at home and overseas Brexit, and who knows what else may occur. Members of the class 
take turns selecting a hot topic of the week – one that will stir discussion– and presenting key material to 
the class. The person presenting the topic gets things rolling with a few questions to stimulate discussion. 
Don’t be surprised if at times the discussions become intense and controversial. Class members should plan 
to read the Providence Journal and either The New York Times or The Wall Street Journal – or both – along 

with other news sources they might want to look into.  Any medium will do, paper or electronic, as long as the topics are timely, and hot. 

Format: Each week two members of the group will choose one article on current hot topics. After briefly presenting these to the group, they will 
propose the questions and lead the discussion. The coordinators will act as moderators of the session and help ensure that all viewpoints are heard.  

Resources/Expenses: Participants will need access to the Internet and will share articles drawn from newspapers, journals, magazines, and/or news 
releases with the group by email.  No expenses are anticipated.

Coordinators:  Ed Mehlman and George Champlin have coordinated this popular course in the past. 

Monday afternoons
Temple Beth-El
1:00 - 3:00 PM
10 weeks
Mar 6-May 15 (No class Apr 17)
Fee: $50
Class size limit: 20

MONDAY - PM



TUESDAY - AM
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We are an independent, not-for-profit collaborative lifelong learning 
organization in Rhode Island, offering a program of affordable courses 

that cover a wide gamut of interests; trips and cultural events; as well as 
the opportunity to volunteer, serve on committees, coordinate a course 

and otherwise help shape the future of lifelong learning in our area.  

Our annual membership is low ($25 yearly).   
You must be a member to participate in classes.  

Many of our classes fill within the first few days of registration.   
To avoid disappointment, we suggest that you register early.   

Register online or see registration form.  

Learn. 
Discover. 
Enjoy.

This is LLC.

Armchair Tours of the World’s Greatest Museums
Coordinators: Celene Healy, Elizabeth Hughson, Nondas Hurst Voll

Note: LLC members who have taken this popular course in the past are asked to postpone registering until 
January 25th to let others have a chance to participate.

Explore outstanding museums and their collections by joining us on virtual tours. Each week we will “travel” 
to view an art collection, often meet a curator and delve into the history of the site and its origins. Also 
included is an in-depth look at several of the artists represented and their works. Several “guest lecturers” 
have been invited to lead a discussion, although not necessarily members of the class, most are LLC 

members. Travel the art world from your classroom seats without the hassle of airports, long lines and the expense!

Format: Presentations and discussions by class members are encouraged. 

Resources/Expenses: None anticipated or required.

Coordinators: Elizabeth (Betty Ann) Hughson is a world traveler. She has explored museums on her many journeys. She is an art lover and especially 
admires the Impressionists and Van Gogh. Nondas Hurst Voll has coordinated many LLC classes in the past, is a Sustaining Docent at RISD Museum 
and an avid museum explorer. Celene Healy has also coordinated other LLC classes and like her fellow coordinators is an art lover. Having visited 
many museums throughout the world, she is anxious to share her love of art with the class.

Tuesday mornings
Temple Beth-El
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
10 weeks
Mar 7-May 16 (No class Apr 11)
Fee: $50
Class size limit: 30

The Chinese Empire in the 21st Century
Coordinator: Dave Gagnon

This course will make use of the online China X course series produced by Harvard University. Participants 
will sign up for the series and use the tutorials provided online to prepare for each of the class sessions. 
The discussions each week on the assigned topics will be supplemented by current information from 
newspapers, magazines and/or TV news. As the China X course introduction states: “Through early 
republican, and then nationalist, and communist eras, we’re going to see remarkable continuities in 
planning, and building the power of China today – in industry, infrastructure and entrepreneurship, in 
military capacity, and mass education – you’re going to hear the story of how a multi-ethnic, multi-cultural 

empire became a complex of national and local agendas and initiatives. In short, a troubled, promising, and now very powerful nation state – not 
Ming, not Qing, but China.” This then could be the Chinese Empire of the 21st century or a conflict state with global repercussions.

Format: Class participants will be asked to review the tutorials in preparation for each week’s class. Also each participant will choose a topic to lead 
a discussion for an assigned week. 

Resources/Expenses: China X course available on the web.  No expenses are expected.  

Coordinator: David Gagnon has done international consulting in Europe and Asia and has worked in China on several occasions. He has an interest 
in foreign policy issues and has worked with USAID on numerous projects related to the delivery of healthcare. He has recently coordinated courses 
for LLC that use online courses as the resource for participants. He has a background in healthcare administration and in teaching in schools and 
universities.

Tuesday mornings
Temple Beth-El
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
10 weeks
Mar 7-May 16 (No class Apr 11)
Fee: $50
Class size limit: 15
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Making a Difference: Learn About and Explore Volunteer Opportunities in Our Community
Coordinators: Maggie Miles, Pat Moriarty, Pamela Romano, Arthur Richter

Let’s find out which groups are making a difference in Rhode Island. This course will introduce you to various 
local non-profit organizations and ideally, inspire you to put your knowledge, skills and passions into action.  
Some questions we will explore are: Who is giving assistance to refugees?  Who is sponsoring after-school 
activities? Who is providing food and shelter for families? Who is supporting women’s and LGBT rights and 
much more?  Let’s roll up our sleeves, make this happen, and make a difference!

Format: We will learn about different community organizations through panel discussions, class 
participation and on-site visits. In addition, we will encourage class members to share their own volunteer experiences. There will be different levels 
of involvement from which you can choose. Collaborative presentations may be encouraged on topics deemed of interest by the class.

Resources/Expenses:  There are no textbooks anticipated. No expenses are anticipated.

Coordinators: Arthur Richter has coordinated a wide variety of popular LLC courses for the last five years. He brings his business background to the 
class. He is a graduate of Boston University. Arthur is an amateur artist and theater lover.  Pamela Romano had a 37-year career as an Education 
Administrator for the Fall River Schools. She also taught at local colleges and is involved in managing finances for local foundations. Pat Moriarty 
is a retired Providence teacher who volunteers for several non-profit organizations. You may have seen her ushering at various theaters or stoking 
the braziers at WaterFire. Maggie Miles recently retired from teaching high school English. She was the Education Director of an Arts Council, a 
Coordinator for the Gifted and Talented and a Language Arts consultant. She has coordinated two previous LLC classes.

TUESDAY - AM

Tuesday afternoons
Temple Beth-El
1:00 - 3:00 PM
10 weeks
Mar 7-May 16 (No class Apr 11)
Fee: $50
Class size limit: 30

Creative Photography
Coordinator: James Heath

This course is for those who want to develop their ability to compose stronger, more beautiful photographic 
images, and perhaps even develop a personal photographic vision. In class, our goal will be to build a 
collaborative community wherein students can encourage one another as well as supportively challenge 
one another to take risks in developing their photographic eyes and skills.  The coordinator’s goals are 
for participants to find the course stimulating, challenging, and fun, and that participants will consider 
themselves better photographers at the end of the course.  Students are expected to be familiar with a 
camera, to be able to use it independently in most situations, to have the ability to create files for storing 
photo images, and be able to email images for critiques. 

Format: The course will consist of independent photo assignments along with weekly class discussions and critiques of submitted photographs.  
Each member also will keep a personal photographic journal.  In addition, we will draw upon the work of noted photographers as sources of 
learning and inspiration.

Resources/Expenses: While there are more creative controls available 
with a digital SLR, any camera may be used including point and shoot 
and smartphone. No further expenses anticipated.

Coordinator: Jim Heath is a retired psychologist and has worked as 
a news photographer and commercial photographer.  He also has 
participated in LLC photo courses and shared the coordinator role in 
last year’s Snapix course.  

Tuesday afternoons
Temple Beth-El
1:00 - 3:00 PM
10 weeks
Mar 7-May 16 (No class Apr 11)
Fee: $50
Class size limit: 12

TUESDAY - PM

Tapping TED for the Latest
Coordinator: Allan Klepper

TED Talks (Technology, Entertainment, Design) are delivered at special conferences around the world and 
feature speakers in all disciplines, which represent the latest thought provoking ideas and information.  Over 
2,200 talks are available free to view.

Format: Participants will select a TED Talk from the online library, show the video in class and lead a 
discussion on the topic(s) presented.

Resources/Expenses: TED Talks are all available online at TED.com.  The coordinator will provide an 
overview and help participants make their selections. No expenses are anticipated, though participants must 
have personal computer access.

Coordinator: Allan Klepper has an engineering education, careers in manufacturing companies and as a Town Manager in local governments, and 
remains challenged by new ideas.  He is an ardent TED Talk fan, ever anxious to infect others with this zeal, and has led this class in the past.

Tuesday mornings
Temple Beth-El
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
10 weeks
Mar 14-May 23* (No class Apr 11)
Fee: $50
Class size limit: 20
*Starts a week after most classes

LLC’s “Gays and Broadway” class – Fall 2016
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Reading Henry James’ The Ambassadors: Visions and Revisions
Coordinator: Rosemary Colt, Rhoda Flaxman

Claimed by both modernist and nineteenth century traditions, Henry James’ late 
masterpieces, of which this is one, demonstrate the full maturity and depth of 
his writing by exploring the psychological interior of character and experimenting 
with form. He was one of the first writers to create a body of theory about the 
novel. We will explore contemporary contexts for this work as well as newer 
critical perspectives.  As the protagonist Lambert Strether learns to “see” 
the world as it is, James conveys a “felt sense” (James’ term) of the difficulty 
of communicating accurately. He dramatizes the moral maturation our hero 

undergoes through slow visions and revisions. Scenic in method, this belated bildungsroman is a drama of consciousness, 
played out against the backdrop of beautiful Paris.

Format: The class will be conducted as a directed discussion. With the assistance of the coordinators, participants will submit questions in advance 
and then lead a discussion with the class. In addition, class members are expected to have done an initial reading of the text before the class begins, 
then to read a section of the book with appropriate secondary readings weekly, and to contribute actively to discussion. 

Resources/Expenses: The Ambassadors by Henry James, Penguin Classics, ed. Horne and Poole, available on Amazon used from $1.88.

Coordinators:  Rosemary Colt and Rhoda Flaxman hold Ph.D’s in English Literature from Brown University. They have taught many literature courses 
at LLC and elsewhere. Their most recent LLC course featured the late short fiction of Henry James. 

TUESDAY - PM

Tuesday late afternoons
Temple Beth-El
3:15 - 5:00 PM
8 weeks
Mar 7-May 2 (No class Apr 11)
Fee: $40
Class size limit: 20

Scrabble Social Club
Coordinators: Pete DuPont, Bob Goodwin

Do drop in any Tuesday by 3:30 for a friendly game or two of Scrabble. All levels welcome, including any who 
have never played before. No fee, no sign up, just show up. Hopefully, you’ll become a regular. We generally 
have three to five games in play and there is room for more. Cathy will be on hand for documentation and 
rule clarification. Sheila will create our groups of threes and twos each week and we shall see if Pete will 
continue to hold onto his distinction as our Scrabble Icon. Then join us afterwards, if you wish, for supper at 
a local restaurant.  We may touch on many interesting topics or just relax and unwind in a convivial group.   
Game boards provided.

Coordinators: Bob Goodwin is a long-time LLC coordinator who relishes bringing people together informally. 
Pete DuPont is a more recent member of LLC. He and Bob have also collaborated on group hikes with LLC 
friends and others.

Tuesday late afternoons
Temple Beth-El
3:30 - 5:00 PM
10 weeks
Mar 7-May 16 (No class Apr 11)
There is no fee for this course, 
but you must be a member of LLC.  
Registration is not required.  Just 
drop in and play.

Seminar on Scientific Thought, Part II: From the Birth of Modern Science to the Present Day
Coordinator: David Fox

Starting with the early nineteenth century, we will explore the roots of modern scientific thinking, and apply 
that knowledge to some of today’s challenges:  Biology – from Darwin and Mendel through modern DNA-
based genetics; Geology – from the acceptance of continental drift to space exploration; Physics – including 
Mendeleev, Einstein, Feynman and others, from the periodic table to space-time to quantum mechanics to 
string theory; a survey of the role of mathematics in science (don’t be afraid!) and Ecology, from the land 
ethic of Aldo Leopold to climate challenges today.  The seminar will focus less on techniques and more on 
how scientific thought itself has evolved in the last two hundred years.  

Format: Participants will read assigned excerpts for each class.  One class member volunteer will lead each discussion.  All members should be 
prepared to share their ideas and questions raised by the readings.  

Resources/Expenses:  Required texts are The Ascent of Man by Jacob Bronowski, The Firmament of Time by Loren Eiseley and A Sand County 
Almanac by Aldo Leopold.  Additional texts (recommended, but not required) are The Origin of Species by Charles Darwin; Relativity: A Clear 
Explanation That Anyone Can Understand by Albert Einstein and The Character of Physical Law by Richard Feynman (all texts available in paperback, 
used on Amazon and Barnes & Noble from $2.63).  Copies of articles will be provided by the coordinator at no charge.

Coordinator: Dr. David Fox, a retired businessman, computer scientist and mathematician is currently a Visiting Scholar at Brown University.

Tuesday afternoons
Temple Beth-El
1:00 - 3:00 PM
10 weeks
Mar 7-May 16 (No class Apr 11)
Fee: $50
Class size limit: 20

www.lifelonglearningcollaborative.org
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WEDNESDAY - AM
Famous Trials That Made History
Coordinators: Rob Edwards, Mel Zurier

This course will explore some of the great trials over the millennia, from Socrates to O. J. Simpson.  Each 
trial will be discussed in light of its particular time, place and relevant surrounding circumstances.  In our 
discussions we will also look closely at the elements of each trial; how the case arose, the particular issues 
that it raised, the advocates and their trial tactics, and the historical significance of the trial.

Format:  Participants are expected to participate actively in class discussions. Class members will select a 
particular trial to present to the class, followed by general discussion.

Resources/Expenses:  There is no required text. Famous Trials, Cases That Made History by Frank McLynn, available from Amazon provides 
summaries of significant American trials and may (but need not) be purchased as a resource. Suggested collections and summaries of famous 
trials will be available. Participants are encouraged to supplement their presentations with articles and other appropriate background information 
relative to their trial presentation.  No expenses are anticipated other than the cost of any supplemental materials purchased on an individual basis.

Coordinators:  Mel Zurier and Rob Edwards are both retired lawyers.  Mel’s background includes trial experience in the Air Force Judge Advocate 
General’s Department as well as in both state and federal courts.  Rob practiced primarily as a corporate and employee benefits attorney, with some 
trial experience in all levels of the Rhode Island court system.

Wednesday mornings
Temple Beth-El
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
10 weeks
Mar 8-May 10 
Fee: $50
Class size limit: 20

Intrepid Women: Amazing Female Explorers of the 19th and Early 20th Centuries
Coordinators: Patricia Bisshopp, Mary Speare

Isabella Bird was trapped one winter in a cabin in the Rockies, lived with the Ainu tribe in Japan and was 
attacked by a mob in China. What drove this small English woman to such adventures?  We’ll study Isabella 
and other intrepid women adventurers.  They explored Tibet, sailed up the Nile, crossed deserts in the 
Middle East, scaled mountains in South America and more. How were 
some women able to explore the world in an age when “a woman’s 
place was in the home?”  Yet these women became naturalists, writers, 
photographers – and even possibly spies and behind the scenes 

diplomats.  

Format: Participants will be expected to give a presentation on a topic selected from an extensive list of 
explorers and books by and about these women, variously called “Lady Explorers” or “Female Adventurers.”

Resources/Expenses: No required textbook.  As basis for presentations, there will be an extensive list of books 
on and by our explorers. No expenses anticipated.

Coordinators:  A demographer and a sociologist, Mary Speare became interested in “faraway places with 
strange sounding names” while listening to her mother read books about children growing up in other 
countries. She has lived in Taiwan and Indonesia and traveled in Asia and Europe. These days, she prefers 
armchair exploration. Patricia Bisshopp has read extensively about some of our favorite female explorers.

Wednesday mornings
Temple Beth-El
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
10 weeks
Mar 8-May 10
Fee: $50
Class size limit: 20

20th Century Poetry: “This Will Be No Dead Poets Society”
Coordinator: Christine Rose

If you think you don’t like poetry or if you think it is too difficult, if you have been put off by the whole idea 
of anything poetic and think that it is not for you – come along and let us change your mind. How about 
a gentle way in to discovering the major themes of poetry?  For ten weeks, we will spend an hour or two 
in contemplation together exploring subjects that are as vital to us as breathing in and out.   We will slow 
down and become aware of what is at the edge of our conscious awareness and the half-thoughts we have, 
recognized sometimes, that both stimulate and excite us. Let us wander and wonder and fill ourselves with 
inspiration. This will be no dead poets society but a breathing living one in our present.  Major themes of 

poetry include: love, birth, death, friendship, journeys, rediscovery, losings and findings, recollections, action and tranquility and thresholds, the 
inner life discovered through transitions and movement and natural worlds both seen and unseen. 

Format: Each week we will explore themes from the list above. Students will be expected to read assigned works and participate in discussions. We 
also plan to have a visiting poet or two.

Resources/Expenses: The only expense will be the purchase of a poetry anthology entitled Being Alive edited by Neil Astley, published by Bloodaxe 
Books and available on Amazon for $12. 

Coordinator: Christine Rose was educated in Australia by the natural world, and gained a Degree in English at the School of English and American 
Studies at Sussex University UK. She holds a postgraduate teaching certificate and continues working with literature and language in the USA, 
enjoying the learning with like-minded poetry people.

Wednesday mornings
Temple Beth-El
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
10 weeks
Mar 8-May 10
Fee: $50
Class size limit: 20

Isabella Bird, Explorer/Adventurer
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WEDNESDAY - AM

Brush with Genius: Vincent van Gogh (1853-1890)
Coordinator: Susan Blicker

During his short lifetime, Vincent van Gogh sold only one painting. In 1990, his portrait of Dr. Gachet sold 
for $82,000,000.  Why have countless books, articles, movies, songs and docudramas been made about this 
man? As we study his short life through his  letters to his brother Theo, we can see and learn to appreciate, 
in his own words, the growth of a confused youngster into an, as yet, undiscovered artist, practically to the 
last day of his life. We will look at the past history that influenced Vincent’s life and psyche. His letters cover 
his early Dutch years, 1880-1886 and then his final years, the French years, from 1886-1890.  As van Gogh’s 
intensity, his passion, his whole heart and his many physical and mental battles escalate, each raw sketch, 
each drawing and each painting clearly express his journey.

Format: We will work chronologically as each participant will be asked to share a letter and example of his art that corresponds to the time period 
of that letter. Van Gogh was prolific; some letters will overlap many pieces of his work. Computer presentations are encouraged but not required.

Resources/Expenses:  A suggested reading list will be provided after registration.  Most books available at the library:  Van Gogh: His Life and Art, 
David Sweetman; The World of Van Gogh, 1853-1890, Robert Wallace and Time-Life Books; Stranger on the Earth: A Psychological Biography of 
Vincent van Gogh, Albert J. Lubin; Van Gogh: The Life, Steven Naifeh and Gregory White Smith and online: Vincent Van Gogh – Letters (complete). 

Coordinator: Susan Blicker, a van Gogh aficionado, received her MFA while living in Belgium during the 1960s. She has experience in drawing, 
painting, pastels, sculpture and interior design. She just returned from a visit to Arles, St. Remy and other Mediterranean cities.

Wednesday afternoons
Temple Beth-El
1:00 - 3:00 PM
5 weeks
Mar 8-Apr 5
Fee: $25
Class size limit: 20

How the Paris Peace Conference Opened the Door to Revolution, Fascism and War
Coordinators: Eugene Mihaly, Bruce Ruttenberg

Woodrow Wilson hoped that WWI would be the “war to end all wars.” At the end of that war, world leaders 
gathered in Paris to create an international order that would make another Great War impossible.  They set 
out to draw up a peace treaty with Germany, the basis for peace with Austria, Hungary and Bulgaria and 
drew new borders through the middle of Europe and the Middle East.  Powerful men like Clemenceau, Lloyd 
George and Woodrow Wilson set out to assure world peace in 1919.  Instead the compromises they made 
in their efforts to build a “better order” opened the door to discontent, disturbances, the rise of fascism and 
World War II.  The consequences of their work to rearrange the borders in the Middle East are now echoed 
on the front pages of our newspapers.  We will first look at the goals and actions of the people involved in 

the Paris Peace Conference, the creation of the Treaty of Versailles and the League of Nations – with particular emphasis on the role of Woodrow 
Wilson.  We will then examine the consequences of the Conference including the rise and fall of the Weimar Republic, the successes of Hitler and 
Mussolini and changes in the Middle East. 

Format:  Each participant may (but is not required to) choose a relevant topic from the syllabus and prepare a class presentation and/or discussion.

Resources/Expenses: Selected chapters from Paris 1919: Six Months that Changed the World by Margaret Macmillan, Random House, 2003 and by 
Richard J. Evans, The Coming of the Third Reich, Penguin Books, 2003.  Both available on Amazon used starting at $.01.

Coordinators:  Bruce Ruttenberg is a retired Senior Partner of Chace Ruttenberg and Freedman and an experienced LLC coordinator.  Eugene Mihaly 
is a former university professor and business executive. He is a Jamestown Town Councilor and has coordinated many LLC courses.

Wednesday afternoons
Temple Beth-El
1:00 - 3:00 PM
8 weeks
Mar 15-May 3*
Fee: $40
Class size limit: 20
*Starts a week after most classes

Concerts and Conversations
Coordinator: Bob Sandy

Note: This is a combined winter and spring course.  If you register for Spring only the cost will be $40. 

Whether you are a novice or a student of classical music, join your fellow classical music lovers to listen 
to, learn, and discuss great musical works by New England’s renowned musicians. This course is designed 
to increase your understanding and enjoyment of music this winter and spring in eleven live classical 
concerts combined with ten class meetings. We will study the music that will be performed at five concerts 
by the Rhode Island Philharmonic Orchestra (RIPO), two concerts in the Rhode Island Chamber Music 
Series (RICMS), and two concerts by Providence Singers. We will also see two opera broadcasts by the 
Metropolitan Opera.  NOTE: Class meetings are not on consecutive weeks; class meets the same week as 

the upcoming concert on Jan 18, Feb 15, 22, March 8, 15, 22, April 5, 19, May 3 and 10. RIPO concerts are on Friday or Saturday evening, RICMS 
concerts on Wednesday evenings, and Providence Singers concerts are on Saturday evening and Sunday afternoon. The HD Live Broadcast is at 1 PM 
on Saturday with a re-broadcast on Wednesday evening. 

Format: Most class meetings will have a guest speaker from the performance.  Each class member is expected to give at least one 20-minute 
presentation during the term, on pieces in the concert, or share their review of the previous concert that will guide the class discussion.  

Resources/Expenses:  The only expense is tickets for the performances, which if you elect to attend all, can be purchased for as low as $200 total. 
Detailed schedule of concerts/class dates and ticket discounts are available on www.lifelonglearningcollaborative.org/philharmonic/philharmonic2/.

Coordinator: Robert Sandy is a retired Economics professor who has an avid interest in classical music and has coordinated this class before.

Wednesday mornings
RI Philharmonic Music School, 
667 Waterman Ave, E. Providence 
10:30 AM - 12:30 PM
10 weeks
Jan 18-May 10 (Does not meet 
consecutive weeks)*
Fee: $40
Class size limit: 30

WEDNESDAY - PM



WEDNESDAY - PM

Theatre Conversations 1 and 2 
Session 1 Coordinators: Kathy Webster, Mike Webster 
Session 2 Coordinators: Maggie Miles, Nick Miles

To cope with high demand, LLC is offering two Theatre classes this session.  Session 1 is the traditional, 
somewhat larger class.  Session 2 is the more recently formed smaller class.  Because we have two similar 
sessions, if one session fills up first, registrants will NOT be kept on a wait list but will be asked to register 
for the other session instead.

Join our popular Theatre Conversations seminar, a successful collaboration with Trinity Repertory Company 
and Sandra Feinstein Gamm Theatre.  We will feature two plays at Trinity (Faithful Cheaters by Deborah 
Salem Smith and The Sheep’s Well by Lope de Vega), two plays at  the Gamm (The Nether by Jennifer Haley 
and King Elizabeth adapted by Tony Estrella) and a production by Brown-Trinity MFA students.

Format: Participants will obtain and read copies of the scripts and attend a performance of each play.  Many 
will also lead short, lively discussions of themes, plots, characters, actors, directors’ interpretations, and overall productions.  We look forward to 
class participation by all members. Actors or other members of the theater companies will join us along with the other theater class on several 
occasions to enrich our understanding of the plays and the production process.  Some classes may be at locations other than the Temple.

Resources/Expenses: In addition to the registration fee, there will be costs related to the purchase of some scripts and attending the performances 
(generally $20 each). 

Coordinators (Session 1): Kathy and Mike Webster have co-coordinated this class for several semesters.  They are active and avid supporters of our 
local theater companies.

Coordinators (Session 2): Maggie and Nick have co-coordinated this class before.  They are active and avid supporters of our local theater 
companies.

Thursday mornings
Temple Beth-El 
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
10 weeks
Mar 16-May 18* (First play opens 
Mar 2)
Fee: $50
Session 1 Class size limit: 30
Session 2 Class size limit: 17
*Starts a week after most classes

The Golden Age of Greek Drama
Coordinator: Frankie Raben

How have concepts established in 500 BCE continued into the present everyday life and literature?  We will 
analyze Sophocles’ Oedipus the King and Antigone, and Euripides’ Medea and Hippolytus for their mythical, 
philosophical and sociological insight into the society depicted. We will also discuss the scant material 
available as to the origins of Drama.  The values enacted in these dramas have influenced Western ideas. 

Format: Individuals will be asked to present on selected aspects of the subject, while everyone will be 
expected to keep up with the readings and enter discussions.

Resources/Expenses: Coordinator will suggest and/or supply additional materials as needed. Registrants will be expected to buy two inexpensive 
books: The Theban Plays by Sophocles, Penguin Classics and Ten Plays by Euripides, Bantam classics.  Both are available used on Amazon for $.01 
and up. Please do not use copies of plays that you may already own. It is essential that we are all on the same page for detailed textual analysis.

Coordinator: Frankie Raben is a retired professor from the English Department of Queens College, a division of the City University of New York. She 
has taught drama from its earliest manifestations to the present and published widely in the field. She looks forward to the understanding of her 
contemporaries in contrast to that of young students.

Wednesday afternoons
Temple Beth-El
1:00 - 3:00 PM
10 weeks
Mar 8-May 10
Fee: $50
Class size limit: 20

Reading and Understanding Poetry
Coordinators: Joan Ramos, Judith Speyer

Whether you are an avid reader of poetry or a newcomer to its pleasures, we welcome you to share in the 
rewarding experience of reading poetry in the company of a diverse group of dedicated learners. We are 
always surprised to see how much the collaboration of a mature group can help us to better understand the 
vision of a poet. Participants find that the group’s diverse interpretations are – in their words – “inspiring” 
and “refreshing.” Our understanding of the work is enhanced in the process of sharing it. We read works 
from the modern era as well as those of previous centuries. Members read poems aloud with attention to 
how language is used. Experienced or inexperienced, we welcome you to add your voice. 

Format: For each session, members present poems of their choice for reading and discussion.

Resources/Expenses: The Norton Anthology of Modern and Contemporary Poetry (3rd ed., 2 vols.) available 
on Amazon.

Coordinators: Joan Ramos and Judith Speyer have led the poetry group for several years. 

Wednesday afternoons
Rochambeau Public Library,  
708 Hope Street, Providence 
1:00 - 3:00 PM
10 weeks
Mar 8-May 10
Fee: $50
This is an ongoing group that 
continues to meet throughout the 
year. Potential new members are 
welcome to drop in at any time.
Class size limit: 25

THURSDAY - AM
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Class calendar available online at 
www.lifelonglearningcollaborative.org/calendar/.

THURSDAY - PM

Creative Drawing
Coordinator: Mary Snowden

Have you ever wanted to draw?  This is a drawing class for both beginners and those with some experience 
who want to sharpen their skills.  All you need are pencils and a drawing pad.  The classes will be structured 
around projects that address some of the basic elements of drawing.  We will also regularly look at the 
drawings of well-known artists to illustrate what we are working on.  
Still lifes will be provided and we may also try some figure drawing and 
working from photographs of your choice.  We will share, critique and 
learn from our work.

Resources/Expenses: A list of specific supplies will be sent out after 
registration is complete.

Coordinator: Mary Snowden is a nationally recognized multimedia artist who has coordinated many art classes 
for LLC. Mary is Professor Emeritus of Painting/Drawing at the California College of Arts.

Thursday afternoons
Temple Beth-El 
1:00 - 3:00 PM
10 weeks
Mar 9-May 11
Fee: $50
Class size limit: 18

With Pen and Sword: Ireland’s Post-Colonial Search for Identity (1930-2000)
Coordinator: Tim Walsh

One of the most fascinating times in Ireland was the period from the 1920 British exit from the Republic of 
Ireland until the Good Friday Agreement of 1999. This course surveys the literature and background history 
of that riveting era. The readings will include short stories, excerpts from novels, poetry, plays and history. 
Authors include Beckett, O’Casey, O’Connor, Yeats, MacNeice, O’Faolain, Behan, O’Riordain, Heaney, Friel, 
Trevor, Banville, Barry, O’Toole, Toibin and Doyle.

Format: Each participant will be requested to make a one-hour presentation.  There will be readings 
assigned as appropriate.

Resources/Expenses:  Two texts that may be purchased are Irish Writing in the Twentieth Century: A Reader by David Pierce and Ireland Since 1939 
by Henry Patterson.  Both available used on Amazon beginning at $2.74.

Coordinator: Tim Walsh has coordinated many courses at LLC including: Ireland, Ulysses, Moby Dick, The Literature of Rebellion, and Don Quixote. 
Tim is a retired history teacher and has led three trips to Ireland that have culminated classes that he taught and is prepared to do so again if there 
is interest.

Thursday afternoons
Temple Beth-El
1:00 - 3:00 PM
10 weeks
Mar 9-May 11
Fee: $50
Class size limit: 20

How We Elect Our Presidents: The Good, the Bad and the Ugly
Coordinators: Dick Brush, Sheila Brush

The 2016 election was a shocker – not only for many voters, but also for pundits, pollsters and party leaders.  
No matter what our political leanings, the 2016 Presidential campaign and its results left many of us with 
questions about the Presidential election process and how future campaigns might be run.  This class will 
offer an opportunity to explore many important topics, including the Electoral College, campaign financing,  
primaries and caucuses, the impact of the media, the changing American electorate and how election results 
are predicted.  Participant presentations will provide the basis for weekly discussions that are sure to be 
lively and thought-provoking.  We plan to have at least one guest speaker.

Format:  Every participant will be expected to research one of the syllabus topics, present key material and lead a class discussion.   Participants will 
be encouraged to read short (about 5 pages) background articles which will be provided for each topic. 

Resources/Expenses: Website links will be provided for weekly background articles.  A bibliography will be provided for those who want to read 
further.  There are no expected additional expenses.

Coordinators: Dick and Sheila Brush, retired from their respective academic and non-profit advocacy careers, are self-professed “political junkies.” 
Relative newcomers to LLC, they are great fans of LLC’s collaborative approach and look forward to coordinating their first class.  

Thursday afternoons
Temple Beth-El
1:00 - 3:00 PM
10 weeks
Mar 9-May 11
Fee: $50
Class size limit: 20

Artwork Credit: Mary Snowden,  
Watering Can, Colored pencil on paper
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THURSDAY - PM
Snapix: LLC Photography Club
Coordinator: Elaine Sandy

Interested in photography? Want to focus on improving 
your skills? Join Snapix, the LLC Photography Club, which 
is open to photographers of all levels. Snapix will include 
classroom sessions as well as photo shooting fieldtrips. 

Format: Member participants will share and critique 
photos, participate in tutorials, and join in local photo 

shoots. Our purpose is to sharpen our skills while having fun and maybe even take a photo of a 
lifetime. We hope that members will share their knowledge and expertise with the group. 

Resources/Expenses: Members are expected to own a digital camera, either point and shoot or DSLR and be familiar with its basic operation. There 
is also a need for computer access to send images for viewing. Resources will include handouts and web tutorials. No expenses are anticipated. 

Coordinator: Elaine Sandy enjoys vacation photography and especially loves taking photos of family, children and community events. She is a 
member of the Photographic Society of Rhode Island and continues to improve her photography skills through online tutorials and feedback. 

Thursday late afternoons
Temple Beth-El
3:15 - 5:00 PM
10 weeks
Mar 9-May 11
Fee: $40
Class size limit: 20

In Our Backyards – Cities and Towns of Rhode Island
Coordinator: Sam Shamoon

For the past several years in the Cities class, we have explored Making Places Special, Great Places in 
America, Cities of the World, What Makes a City Tick, and Cities of the Future. This semester, we will look in 
our own backyards – cities and towns of Rhode Island.  Too often we hear about all that’s wrong in Rhode 
Island – the corruption of public figures, sluggish economy, crumbling infrastructure and the rest of our sad 
story. But there are many unheralded successes in the cities and towns of Rhode Island.  In this course, we 
will hear from city and town planners from across the state who will share their success stories of making 
a difference in the lives of Rhode Islanders. In our ten-week course, we will have eight guest speakers, two 

of whom will take us to their towns to have a firsthand look of what they have accomplished. For example, we will hear from planners involved in 
projects such as the I–195 lands reuse, Pawtucket’s developing arts scene, East Providence’s burgeoning waterfront development and/or similar 
projects. 

Format: In the collaborative elements for this course, participants will have a chance to interview the guest speakers one week before they appear. 
On the day of the guest’s appearance, the participant will introduce the guest and provide some background as to what the guest will cover; 
another volunteer participant will provide a brief history and description of the the city or town in question. The guest will speak during the second 
hour and also leave time for Q & A.  The coordinator will assist in arranging for the phone or face-to-face interview with each guest. The background 
research on the speaker and the local planning project may be accomplished through the interview and through stories in on-line local newspapers.  

Resources/Expenses: Selected readings in PDF formats, news articles and perhaps some video files. The coordinator will provide short background 
documents and contact information for each guest speaker. Class participants should have access to the Internet. No expenses are anticipated, but 
for two of the classes participants should expect to travel (probably by car) to the town under review. On the first day of class, if necessary, we will 
begin to organize car pools.  

Coordinator: Sam Shamoon is a certified planner with over 45 years experience in planning throughout the state of Rhode Island. Before retiring, 
Sam was the Director of Planning for the City of Providence.

Friday mornings
Temple Beth-El
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
10 weeks
Mar 10-May 12
Fee: $50
Class size limit: 22

FRIDAY - AM

Registration and Refund Policy

Lifelong Learning Collaborative (LLC) classes are filled on a “first come/first served” basis up to the enrollment limit.  Enrollment limits will include coordinators. 
No exceptions will be made to the enrollment limits.
No registration is accepted until payment is received.  
Date/time of registration will be determined by the computer-generated date/time of online registration or the postmark of registrations sent in by mail.
A waiting list of up to four people will be formed after a class is full.  People will be offered the opportunity of registering for an alternative course in lieu of 
remaining on the waiting list.  When a waiting list is full, applicants turned away from a course will be encouraged to register for another course.
Exceptions to the “first come/first served” rule include the following:  Two places will be reserved for new members in each class until Convocation, at which 
time, if they are not filled, the places will be filled from the waiting list.   
Coordinators need not register or pay for the courses they coordinate.  They must, however, be paid members of LLC.
The registrar will send, on a daily basis, by email or USPS (for members without email) acknowledgment of registration.
LLC reserves the right to cancel classes with fewer than ten participants up to the time of Convocation.  The decision will be made jointly by the coordinator and 
the Curriculum Committee chair.  The registrar will offer all people in cancelled classes the opportunity to sign up for other classes or to receive a full refund.
If a registrant withdraws from a class for any reason, a refund, minus a $10 administrative fee, will be issued through Convocation.  No refunds will be 
issued after Convocation unless there are extreme extenuating circumstances.  REQUESTS FOR REFUNDS MUST BE MADE IN WRITING (email info@
lifelonglearningcollaborative.org).  Refund requests made through the Coordinator(s) will not be honored.  
Those on the waiting list who are not accepted into the class of their choice by the time of Convocation will be offered the opportunity to choose another class 
or receive a full refund.
Guests are welcome in LLC classes one time only, with the advance approval of the Coordinator(s).  There are no auditors.
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